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	1. A Stray

Lucy crossed her arms over her chest and glared at the soaked demon currently standing in her living room. "So, do you mind explaining why I found you floating in the canal outside my house?"

The ears on the demon's head flattened. The look she had on her face could be identified by males everywhere as 'Start talking, I know where it hurts most to kick you.' "Well... I don't know where to go now that Tartaros has been disbanded."

Lucy raised an eyebrow at this. "Which begs the question, how the hell did you survive?" she asked.

Jackal just shrugged at this. "It may not look like it, but I'm pretty resilient. Also, why have you not called the Magic Council yet?

Good question. Why hadn't she done that yet? "It's mostly because I'd be accused of helping you or something. I'm from Fairy Tail after all. Now - how did you end up in the canal?"

Now Jackal looked like he was ready to jump out of window, but the look on the blonde's face kept him rooted in place. "Well... I drank something. It was weird, everything started spinning afterwards."

"Was it alcoholic?" She had personally never gotten drunk enough to know if it made things spin, but being in the same guild as Cana made her suspect as much.

"What?" Jackal looked genuinely confused. "What the hell does that mean?"

Lucy blinked. Once. Twice. Then doubled over laughing. The demon only eyed her as if she was crazy. After a minute or two, she recovered enough to talk. "How much do you know about humans?"

Jackal's ears moved once again and his tail twitched. He looked like he wasn't even aware of it. It was adorable. "Not... A lot. Though I guess I have to learn, since somehow I have to make do without the other demons for a while and blowing stuff up everywhere would only make you fairies come after me again..."

Lucy thought about this for a while. He was prepared to learn about humans? Maybe, just maybe, this demon could change. "I can help you with that."

In response, she received a suspicious glare. "Really? Why? I'm a wanted criminal who hurt you. Why would you help me?"

The celestial mage shrugged. "Jellal, a friend of mine, used to be a criminal too. But now he's trying to make up for what he did and he's helped us before in the past. As long as you do the same, why wouldn't I help you?"

Jackal took a minute or so to think about this. All the while, his tail was swishing back and forth, causing Lucy to try to hold back the giggles that threatened to escape her. "Alright. Can I still blow stuff up though?"

This immediately made Lucy stopped wanting to giggle. She instead gave him a menacing look. "No."

**A/N: This is just an idea I randomly had. Should I keep this a one-shot or make it into a multi-chapter story to update with a lower priority than my ongoing RoLu? Please review and tell me if you enjoyed it or not, I always love hearing what people think. Thanks for reading!**


	2. Adjustment is Hard

**Adjustment is hard:**

Lucy was starting to question her sanity. Who in their right mind would have ever invited a demon who loved nothing more than to blow stuff up to stay with them? She fully blamed Team Natsu and their recklessness. It must be contagious.

None of this was helped by the fact that Jackal was, in fact, part jackal. In just five days of him staying with her, she had had to deal with three dead animals in her living room. It had been hard to explain those to her team.

To top it off, Jackal loved to pretend that none of this was his problem. That is, until Lucy explained to him, in perfect detail, exactly what Erza would do to him if she or anyone else from her guild found him. That at least sent him running for cover whenever he smelled anyone outside.

Eventually, they had worked out a system. Lucy would wake up, make breakfast, and head to the guild. Jackal usually went out at about the same time to run around in the forest. Lucy never knew what he did there, and she was pretty sure she didn't want to know. Thankfully, no mysterious craters had appeared there recently.

So far, Lucy had ever gone out on short missions that let her return the same day. However, that was starting to become a problem ever since Master had said that if an S-Class wizard (Erza) went with them, they could go on an S-Class mission.

Natsu's and Gray's constant pestering was starting to get on her nerves, especially since Erza had joined in just yesterday. Now Wendy was the only one that still sided with Lucy, but she suspected it was only a matter of time until they converted her to their side.

All in all, Lucy had come to the conclusion that Jackal might need to move out. Unfortunately, when she suggested joining Crime Sorciere, Jackal had pretty much climbed onto the roof. She wondered if there was some feline in him as well.

She cursed her kind-hearted nature, which wouldn't let her just kick him out unless he had a place to stay. She was starting to run low on money, and with Jackal living with her, she not only had to buy extra food, but scents to hide his stench from Natsu's well-trained nose.

Today, things had decided to go especially wrong. Because of those scents, it became harder for Jackal to smell potential intruders. And that was how they ended up like this: Levy standing in the doorway, gaping at the demon sittings at Lucy's table with bacon shoved in his mouth while Lucy happily fried eggs.

_Crap._

**A/N: Oh wow! This story has been getting so much support! Unfortunately, I'm really low on inspiration for this, hence the short chapter. Feel free to suggest stuff!**

**Oh, and I have decided to make this a multi-chapter story C: However, I won't be updating this nearly as much as my other story, since the inspiration levels for that one are much higher. Updates for this story should come out every two or so days. Please review, and consider following and/or favoriting if you're enjoying this. Thanks for reading!**


	3. Our Secret

**Our Secret:**

Due to Jackal's newest antics (almost massacring a whole pen of chickens), Lucy hadn't been able to go to the guild yesterday. When she finally managed to satisfy the demon's canine instincts, she'd been too exhausted to deal with Team Natsu and chose not to go to the madhouse.

Like any best friend, Levy had gotten worried and went to check on Lucy, since Team Natsu had decided to go on a quick mission without the blonde. So imagine her surprise when, upon opening the unlocked door, she saw one of Fairy Tail's greatest enemies sitting at a table shoveling bacon into his mouth like it was an everyday occurrence.

Unfortunately, the kitchen was around the corner and so she couldn't see her friend. If she had, she would have perhaps refrained from using her Solid Script magic to send a lightning bolt straight at the furry menace. This caused a couple of things to happen. First, Jackal jumped into the air and fell onto the ground as if struck by lightning (which he, admittedly, was).

Second, Levy screamed "What did you do to Lucy?", causing the blonde in question to peek in from the kitchen.

"Oh, hey Levy." A fast inspection of the room and a glimpse at the fried demon told her what had happened. She rubbed the back of her head sheepishly and looked at the blue-haired mage. "So I'm guessing you want answers?"

Levy looked at the other girl, who was still dressed in an apron, as if she'd grown a second and distinctly Natsu-shaped head. "Yes. I really would love to know why a member of Tartaros was just sitting at your table, eating bacon, and you being okay with it!" Her voice, which had started out surprisingly calm, slowly rose throughout the statement until she was almost screaming.

Jackal, who was now sitting up and rubbing his head, gave her a glare. "Not so loud," he told her, completely disregarding everything Levy had just said.

Before the quick-witted bookworm could reply, Lucy jumped in. "Long story short - when Tartaros disbanded Jackal didn't have anywhere to go and started to wander around. I'm still not aware of the specifics, but a few days ago I found him floating in the canal outside my house. He doesn't understand humans at all, but since he seemed like he could change for the better, I'm allowing him to temporarily stay here. That cover everything?"

"Hold up." Levy massaged her temples and thought for a few seconds. Then she gave Lucy a scrutinizing look. "Are you two dating?"

Now it was Lucy's turn to look at Levy as if she had grown a second head, this time Mira-shaped. "What?! No, of course not!"

Loud coughing and wheezing could be heard from the demon, whose reaction to Levy's statement had been to choke on the bacon he had been attempting to finish.

Levy gave them both a very suspicious look and started to open her mouth to say something. However, Lucy decided to jump in before her friend got any weird ideas. "Can you please keep this a secret? I don't need Natsu burning down my apartment."

Levy gave this some thought. "Alright, as long as he doesn't hurt you and it's only temporary."

Jackal mumbled something along the lines of 'terrifying red-haired monster' while Lucy just smiled and nodded. "That sounds fair."

The Solid Script mage gave her an answering grin. "Then it can be our secret."

**A/N: Right now, I'm not getting much in the way of inspiration. However, an idea or two are starting to form so it should be good. Anyways, please leave a review and consider leaving a favorite and/or a follow if you enjoyed. Thanks for reading!**


End file.
